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I explained to him that since his children were not yet adults, he, as their father has every right to
command them and then see to it that they carry out his orders. Listen to how he answered me: ‘We
have never commanded our children to do anything, so we can’t give them any orders now. Our
children were never forced to do anything by us; they have and always had their individual freedom.
Even though | am a Catholic, | never forced my faith upon my son and daughter. Let them choose their
own religion, whatever pleases them most!’ | listened — but | didn’t want to argue with such a parent!”

That is a true picture of a modern father, a modern mother and today’s children! Be what it is,
those modern arsonists have accomplished their vile work! They have ruined the basic foundations of
the home and the family. All that remains are the ruins and these victims of that fire with their sad,
mournful, gloomy and painful faces of the unhappy human trinity!

This human trinity should take as its model the Holy Family! There they will find the ideal that they
should closely imitate. Only then will they rise up from the ashes and once more begin their glorious
mission on earth.




image1.jpeg
January 29, 1939
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

About a thousand eight hundred and fifty years ago, the people of Rome were whispering among
themselves that their Caesar, Bluebeard Nero was considering arranging some sort of wonderful
spectacle to entertain these Romans. They didn’t have to wait long to see it. One dark, stormy night,
several hundred secret messengers were sent out of Caesar’s palace. Each one of them carried a
flaming torch. They scattered into all the streets of that magnificent and proud city of Rome. They had
all been given the order by Caesar himself, that at the given signal, they were to set fire to the entire city
from every side in such a way so that the citizens living there would be unable to save their possessions
or even their own lives! These messengers fulfilled that command so faithfully that in the twinkling of
an eye tongues of fire and a flaming ring encircled the buildings in the suburb. Heavy black clouds hung
over the city filling it with choking smoke. The terrified crowds of both, slaves and freemen, half
unconscious, began to cry out in terror: “Rome is burning! Rome is being destroyed!”

Some of them, blinded by the fiery glow, threw themselves into the flames. Others fell over in the
streets and alleys and were choking from the smoke. These were trampled by the shoes of the soldiers
or of those who were fleeing to find help.

Meanwhile, the perpetrator of this bloody scene was greatly amused and delighted with this
spectacle. Standing on the balcony of his golden palace at the top of the Aventine hill, he was playing
his violin and singing rousing songs, or he was reciting poems that either he or one of his friends had
written. His obsequious courtiers applauded and were congratulating this burner of Rome.

Just as at one time the city of Rome was on fire, so today, relatively speaking, the whole world is on
fire. The minds, consciences, hearts and souls of people are burning! There is no lack of Nero’s in the
world today who set on fire the basest of human instincts. They hide under the appearance of writers,
professors, newspaper reporters, authors of theatrical pieces and agitators who spread atheism and
disrespect of all authority by fires that consume the happiness of people.

They leave behind weeping, complaining and cursing. On the smoking ruins of the site of the fire,
those who are stronger oppress those who are weaker; they take revenge, steal, lie and cheat. They do
not shudder or hesitate before any vice. These modern arsonists who are bare-faced liars, cover their
crimes with a mantle of virtue. They call falsehood and lies the truth. Instead of man being a neighbor
to man, he became an animal. He lays in wait for his possessions, for his share and for his reputation .
What our poet Sienkiewicz wrote is being fulfilled: “Education without religion only produces robbers
and bandits!” These modern arsonists have stolen from man his soul; they have confused his mind,
smothered his conscience, imprisoned his will and poisoned his heart!

After this introduction which is rather dark and terrifying, | present my talk entitled:

THE HUMAN TRINITY
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The Divine Trinity that takes care of and rules the entire world is seated on the heavenly throne. All
of creation, including all of nature is under the command of this Trinity. Up until now, a human trinity
also ruled here on earth, namely — Father — Mother — Child! These arsonists ignored the sanctity of the
family and set that on fire, also. Whatever the family is like, that is what society is like. Just as an
individual is the embryo or the cell of a family, so the family is the cell or embryo of society. The founda-
tion of the family as it had been formerly understood and blessed for centuries — was shaken! The
relationship between the husband and wife changed; a similar change is taking place in the relationship
between parents and their children

' am not mentioning those families in which the father is a habitual drunkard who wastes his whole
pay while his wife is forced to work day and night in order to dress and feed the children. 1am not
mentioning those fathers and men who are atheists and scandalizers of little children. | keep silence
regarding those brutal and unconscientious fathers who are explosive and hard, who consider
themselves as almighty lords but in reality are tyrants before whom their children hide. | am also
keeping silent about certain mothers and wives who are unworthy of that title.

| am addressing the men and fathers who believe in these modern principles and the wives and
mothers who are adapting to these modern views and opinions. The loosening of these marriage and
family bonds is the result of the degradation of women in general, but especially of wives and mothers.
This flows from the corruption of their morals.

What is a modern woman in the eyes of a modern man? The writer Kepinska answers that
question: “How many men are there who inquire about a woman’s moral worth? There are still many
who joke about a woman’s soul, but the majority of men are only interested in a woman'’s body. There-
fore that woman who was not brought up with strong moral convictions will adorn that body and strip it
of her clothes, thus degrading herself and losing the respect and dignity of womankind.

The writer Krasinski uses the lips of a dying woman to say, “You teach us how to die quietly.
Therefore | will die calling out loudly:” | had a soul and | have a soul — but on earth, they only acknow-
ledged my body! Dear God, You judge them, You who gave me that soul! While she was speaking,
others were rising up and calling out — “Justice! Justice!”

Beyond that, today’s men have still other pagan opinions and views of women and her role in life.
In their eyes, a wife is nothing but a maid-servant and in many ways a slave who must fulfill and carry
out the most difficult work at home and at the same time must satisfy in all things the capricious whims
and fancies of the lord and head of the house. At the end of the week, the wife and mother receives a
measured out sum of money, which is not only modest, but scandalizingly stingy, as though she wasn’t
the wife but a hired servant being paid for taking care of the children and the home.

Evidently, what St. Ambrose had written about the position and duties of a wife had been forgotten.
He wrote:”A woman should respect her husband, but she is not his servant. She should allow him to
take care of her, but she should never allow herself to be ruled by brutal force. Her husband should
respect her as his life’s companion, as his co-heiress of grace!” Which modern husband remembers this
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and lives according to it? Everything revolves around you and is for your benefit, but you are miserly in
everything that concerns your wife!

Do you ever give your wife some good words of sincerity, praise or recognition? Are you ashamed
to go with her to visit relatives or friends- or to go out to the theater? Are you in the habit of fussing,
scolding, criticizing and having fits of anger because you work and earn the money? Are you the kind
who prefers to run away from home as though your home was a cage or prison for you? Are you one of
those who prefers spending his evenings and nights beyond the home — at gambling tables, at dances or
out with so-called modern and fast crowds?

Now listen to me! You got married and made a solemn and public vow, after which the priest
placed a wedding ring on your finger. Did you forget about that? Or, did you conveniently forget it all?
If, in addition to that, you treat your wife like dirt and brutally mistreat her, what can you say to justify
yourself?

Don’t try to explain yourself by saying that times are different today! Don’t excuse yourself by
claiming that today our customs are different! Don’t justify yourself by pointing to the behavior of other
men and fathers! Listen to how a very unhappy wife describes her misfortune:

“Three years ago we got married secretly because | did not want to lose my job at the office. During
these years he lived with his parents and | lived with mine. Finally, we set up housekeeping together
and for awhile all seemed to be going smoothly for us. Six months ago, our life together developed
problems. My husband began to drink and play cards. Besides that, he would lie to me and cheat. He
goes out in the evening under the pretext that he is going to a restaurant, but then returns home very
late at night, often at early dawn. Since | became pregnant, he calls me names and tells me that he is
ashamed of me. | understand that every husband should have a certain amount of freedom, but if he
wants to have a bachelor’s freedom seven nights a week, isn’t that too much?”

More and more often now we meet this type of the first person of the human trinity — the modern
selfish male who refuses to equally share with his wife the burden of together pulling the wagon of
marriage. This does not bode well - neither for the parents nor for society!

Another woman writes thus: ” | have been married for four years. My husband is now 27 years old
and | am 25. He has not worked since we married, but | go daily to the office where | work. I can
truthfully say that he is only a boarder in our house. During the day, he stays at the house of his
parents. Evenings after supper, he goes out with his friends to play cards or some other game. When |
beg him to go find a job, he becomes very angry and curses me out. A few weeks after our wedding he
removed his wedding ring from his finger and threw it into a drawer where it remains until this very day.
If he would go to work, | \{vould gladly stay at home and we could have a real home and not a boarding
house!”

Aren’t such husbands the cause of the break-up of the marriage? Aren’t such men the cause of the
break-up of the home? Aren’t they guilty of causing divorce, separations and the various other
misfortunes that are the results of these mistaken but very modern views of life today?
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Now allow me to address the second person of that human trinity — the wife! At one time the wife
could be compared to the violet — hidden and humble! She was unknown, hard-working and a good
manager. Since the war and the Prohibition Era, the modern wife is no longer a violet but has changed
into a sunflower! She lost all her womanly traits. She became haughty, arrogant and earned for herself
the strange label “virago” or has manly attributes!

I'am the first to willingly admit that today’s women are, in a way, clever, far-sighted and active in
every field. However, they are guided by principles and teachings that are far different from those of
which Pope Pius X1 writes: “
Christian position of wife and mother, but - follows those that distort a woman’s character and her

...by an intelligent freedom full of dignity that corresponds to the noble

maternal dignity as well as causing the destruction of the entire family. A woman who steps down from
the lofty throne within her home to which the Gospel has elevated her, falls again into that former
slavery and will be again that what she was in pagan times — an object of pleasure for men!” Isn’t this
prophecy of Pope Pius X1 already being fulfilled?

Furthermore, modern women in general and modern wives in particular, for economic reasons as
well as others, not only take advantage of, but they abuse their personal freedom or their misunder -
stood equality of rights. Because of this, they imitate men, not only in their speech, dress and behavior,
but even in their so-called dual morality. Someone explained this unpleasant and scandalizing occur-
rence in an excellent short phrase —“Masculine work has rendered masculine vices accessible to modern
women!”

One need not go to elegant cock-tail bars in hotels. It suffices for one to visit and check out the
scene in local taverns and beer-gardens. Who knows whether today’s girls, women, wives and mothers
do not drink more wine, cocktails, beer and liquor and do not smoke more cigarettes than men do?
Such actions have far reaching results, especially in married life and family life

This current generation has thrown God into the corner along with the natural and Christian
understanding of the married state and family life. For them, marriage is no longer considered a
sacrament nor do they consider it a stable, long-lasting, mutual life together. As a result, we have many
trial marriages, temporary and amicable marriages that are entered into without any serious thought or
reflection! These young people marry with the understanding that in certain circumstances they will
separate without the least mutual grudge. We have numerous separations and divorces; then new
marriages and again new separations and new divorces. The family home is no longer the dream castle
in which the husband is king and the wife is the queen. The modern home serves only as a restaurant
ant, a hotel and a boarding house.

After their good times of listening to wild music while drinking liquor, young people drive off in their
comfortable cars with radios blaring for secret trysts in parks, in the woods or at the sea-shore. This is
followed by a frivolous marriage which is shortly after followed by a quickie divorce. Then these young
people return to their parental homes where they are heartily welcomed by their parents.

Today’s modern woman considers herself “liberated” — “emancipated” — “having equal rights with
man”. | understand only one type of equality of rights which consists of the recognition of the value of a
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person and her human dignity and her rights derived from marriage. It is here that the married couple
enjoys equal rights and has equal duties.

However, | do not recognize any equal rights in such matters as the use of alcoholic beverages, nico-
tine products, gambling or any of those modern games or pastimes that make a woman a monstrosity of
the twentieth century. This second person of the human trinity who keeps turning in the wrong circle
stretches out her hands for the chalice whose contents always contains only bitterness and poison!

Let’s now consider the third person of that human trinity — the child! If the modern husband lives
only for his own personal comfort and just for himself, and if the modern wife lives her own life strictly
for herself, these two cannot fulfill the assignment given them by God. This assignment is to be co-
workers with God in the task of creation!

It used to be that mothers understood that — “A mother’s heart is an altar on which is offered a
continuous sacrifice.” It used to be that a father considered himself the protector and guardian of his
wife and their child. Through their child, the husband’s love for his wife grew and became stronger
while the love of the father and mother flowed in a stream of sincere love for their child.

A child was considered a gift from heaven but the parents remembered that hidden in this little
being was not only the image of an angel, but at the same time, all the weaknesses of our fallen human
nature. They understood that a child is not only a little angel, but is also a little human being!

Today a selfish father and a selfish mother raise up a selfish child! This child is pampered, coddled,
babied and fussed over. The parents walk on their knees before him and are ready to place him on the
altar and burn candles before him in his honor and bow before him! Treated as a god, this child grows
up to be an all-powerful lord given to whims. His head is stuffed with dances, theaters and playful
amusements. The only ambition of such an empty, conceited person is to know how to dress stylishly,
dance, drink, smoke, romance girls/ boys and to be sophisticated, up-to-date, modern and a good sport!

Some lovely morning, this modern person does not return home. At first, the mother makes
nothing of it, for this is not the first time that this has happened. Finally, she becomes frightened and
calls the police. After searching for her daughter for a few hours, the police find her body in a field.
These are the remains of “that good sport”

Now listen to this story: “Three years ago when | was returning from Italy by ship, | met a wealthy
family from Brooklyn, New York. The father began to lament over his eighteen year old son and his
sixteen year old daughter: ‘I gave them everything that | could —and the things that | gave them were
not mediocre or cheap, but always the very best! In spite of that, today | can’t manage them! When
they were small, | used to promise myself so much when they would grow up, and today | can’t manage
them. | can’t fall asleep at night because I have no idea of where they are or what they are doing. |
already had to pay off my son’s debts to keep him from going to jail. My daughter is not much better.
She didn’t want to go further in her schooling. She gave us all kinds of excuses. She just wants to be an
actress and a dancer!’




